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Tie Honorable Robert Theberie. Clhaarman

Mumcipal and County Govermment

Legislative Office Buslding, Room 301

Coneord, NH 03301

BE:  HB 1581, relative to the formation of stormwater utility districts.
Near Charman Theberge:

Thank you for the opportumty to camment bt HE 1581, which would enabie munigipalities o create
glarmwater utilitigs. The Depariment of Environmental Services (DDES) supports this hill.

Srormwater 15 emerging s the most ymportant surface water 4 ualiry issue facing New Hampshire fora
number of reasons, ineludmg the following!

«  Stormwater runotf, espectally from the developed landscape, can be u source of poliutants that
decrade water guality. These poliutants include bacteria, the nutrients nitrogen and phosphorus,
oil and grease. and chlonde from calt used for the deicing of roads and parlung lots. Unless
managed properly, pollutants in stormwater and changes m hydrology car cause watst guality
degradation of surface Walers.

»  Municipal separate stormwater Syslems (MS4s) are facing morc SNEET federal rezulations
adopted by the USEPA unider the federal Clean Water Act, in recognition of the negative water
quality impacts of uncantrolled starmwater discharges.

a  Stormwater BYSIEmS are Networks of piping conveying water, just like water anch sewer sYslems,
but historically have not had similar dedicated revenue streams for required mamtenance and
upkecp:

o Taxfreme slorTh evenis may be Gcourring mors frequently due to climate change, sometimes
averwhelming exisiing systems and raising questions a5 to how Lo pay for stosniwater sysiem
upgrades,

This bill will enable municipaitiss 1o create stormwater utilities similar to waler o waslewater utilities,
and raise needed funds through user fees for required mamtenance and stormwaler SYStem Improvements.
Numerous studies have confirmed that there is a direct relationship between the impervious surfaces
(rooftops and pavement} on 2 Property and water guality degradation caused by stormwater. For
municipalities who choose 10 form a utility, this bill offers a el lable way to address serious mirastructure
needs.

Ir summary, DES fully supports HE 1581. Thank you for the opportunity 10 comment on this
jemslation, 1f you have any questions or need addittonal information, piease do not hesitate 1o call Emc

Williwns at 271-2358 or me al 371-3449, !
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